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the moft delightfully, but is likewife more 
indebted to it than any other fort whatfo- 


d Pe: Poetry not only amufes the Fancy 


ever. It tranfports us into.a kind of Fairy. . 


Land, where our Ears are foothed with the Melody 
of Birds, bleating Flocks, and purling Streams ; 
our Eyes enchanted with flowery Meadows and 
fpringing Greens; we are laid under cool Shades, 
and entertained with atl the Sweets and Frefhnefs 
of Nature. It is a Dream, ’tis a Vifion, which we 
with may be reel, and we believe that it is true. 


Mrs. Cornelia Lizard’s Head was fo far turned 
with thefe Imaginations, when we were laft in the 
Country, that fhe loft her Reft by liftening-to Nigh- 
tingals ; fhe kept a Pair of Turtles cooing in her 
Chamber, and had a tame Lamb runhing after her 
up and down the Honfe. | ufed all gentle Methods 
to bring her to her. felf; as having had a Defign 

of turning Shepherd my felf, when I read 
and Thpocritus at Oxford. But as my Age 
have armed me againft any Temp- 
tation to the Paftoral Life, 1 can now with the 


Vi 


— Safety confider it-; and thall lay down fach 


ules, as thofe of my-Readers, whohavethe afore- 
faid Defign, ought to obferve, if they would follow 
the Steps of the Shepherds and Shepherdeffes of an- 
cient Times, 4 


In order to form a right Judgmert of Paftoral 


© Poetry, it will be neceffary to caft back our Eyes 
© on the firftAges of the World. For fince that way 


of Life is not now in Being, we muft enquire into 
the manner of it when it a@tually didexift. Before 


) Mankind was forined into large Socicties, or Cities 


(Price Two Pence.) 


were built, and Commerce eltablifhed, the Wealth 
of the World confifted chiefly in Flocks and Herds. 
The tending of thefe, we find, to have been the 
Employment of the firft Princes, whofe Subjeés 
were Sheep and Oxen, and their Dominions the 
adjoining Vales. -As they lived in great Affluence 
and Eafe, we may prefume that they enjoyed fuch 
Pleafures as that Condition afforded, free and unin- 
terrupted. Their Manner of Life gavethem Vigour 
of Body and Serenity of*Mind. The Abundance 
they were poffeft of fecured them from Avarice, 
Ambition or Envy ; they could fcarce have any 
Anxieties or Contentions, where every one had 
more than he could tell what to do with. Love 
indeed might. occafion fome Rivalfhips amongft 
them, becaufe many Lovers fix upon one Object, 
for the Lofs of which they will be fatisfied with 
no Compenfation, Otherwife it was a State of 
Eafe, Innocence and Contentment ; where Plenty 
begot Pleafure, and Pleafgre begor Singing, and 
Singing begot Poetry, and Poetry begot Pleafure 
again. 


Thus happy was the firft Race of Men, but rude 
withal and uncultivated. For. before they could 
make any confiderable Progrefs in Arts and Scien- 


"ces, the Tranquility of the Rural Life was deftroyed 


by turbulent and ambitious Spirits ; who, having | 
built Cities, r:ifed Armies, and ftudied Policies of 
State, made Vaffals of the defencelefs Shepherds, 
and rendered that which was before eafie and unre- 
ftrained, a mean, laborious, miferable Condition. 
Hence, if. we confider the Paftoral Period before 
Learning, we fhall find it unpolithed ; if after, we 
fhall find it unpleafant. - 
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The Ufe that f would make of this thort Re- 
view of the Country Life thall be this. An Au- 
thor, that would amofe himieif by writing Palto- 
rals, faould form in his Fancy a Rural Scene of 
erfe&t Eafe and Tranquility, where Innocence, 
Simplicity and Joy abound. I[t.is not enough that 
he write about the Country; he. muft give us what 


is agreeable inthatScene, and hide what is wretched. . 


It.is indeed commonly affirmed ;that Trath well” 
painted will certainly pleafe the Imagination ; but 


it is fometimes convenient not to difcover the whole * 


Truth, but that part only which is delightful, We 
mutt. fometimes thow only half an Image to the 
Fancy ; which if we difplay in a lively manner, the 
Mind is fo dexteroufly deluded, that it doth not 
readily perceive that the other half is concealed, 
Thus in writing Paftorals, let the Tranquility of 
that Life appear full and plain, but hide the Mean- 
nefs of it ; reprefent its Simplicity as clear as you 
pleafe, but cover its Mifery. 1 would not hereby be 
fo underftood, as if j-thought nothing that is irk- 
fome or unpleafant fhould have a place in thefe Wri- 
tings ; | only meen that this ftate of Life in general 


fiould be 1uppofed agreeable. But as there is no _ 


Condition exempt from Anxiety, I will allow 
Shepherds to be affli€&tcd with fuch Mistortunes, 
as the Lofs of a favourite Lamb, or a faithlefs 
Miftrefs. He may, if you pleafe, pick a Thornout 
of his Foot, or vent his Griet for lofing the Prize in 
Dancing; but thefebeing {mall Torments, they re- 
cominend that S:ate which only produces fach tri- 
fling Evils. Again, | would not feem fo ftri@ in 
my. Notions of Iunocence and Simplicity, as to 
deny the ufe of a. little Railing, or the liberty of 
itealing aKid or a Sheep-hook. For thefe are like- 
wife fuch petty Enormities, that we mnuft think the 
Country happy where thefe are the greateft Tranf- 


‘greffions. ; 


When a Reader is placed in fuch a Scene as I 
have defcribed, and introduced into fuch Company 
as I have chofen, hegives himfelf up to the pleafing 
Delufion; and fince every one doth not know how 
it comes to pafs, 1-will venture to tell him why he 
is pleafed, 2 oud 


The firft Reafon is becaufe all Mankind loves 
Eafe. Though Ambition and Avariceemploy moft 
Mens Thoughts, they are fuch uneafie Habits, that 
we do not indulge them out of Choice, bat from 
fome Neceffity, real orimaginary. We feek Hap- 
pinefs, in which Eafe is the principal Ingredient, 
and the Ead propofed inour moft reftiefs Purfuits is 
Tranquility. We aretherefore foothed and delight- 


ed with the Reprefentation of it, and fancy we pat. 
take of the Pleafure, 


A fecond Reafon is our fecret Approbation of In- 
nocenee and Simplicity. Human Nature is not fo 
much depraved, as to hinder us from refpe@ing 
Goodnefs in others, though we our felves want it. 
_This is the Reafon why we are fe much charmed 
with the pretty Prattle of Children, and even the 
Expreflions of Pleafure or Uneafinefs in fome part 
of the Brute Creation, They are without Artifice 
or Malice ; and we love Truth too well to refift 
the Charms of Sincerity. 


A third Reafon is our Love of the Country. | 


Health, Trangpility and plealing Obje@s. are the 
Growth of the Coyntry ; though Men, for 
the general Good.of the Wor d, are made to love 
populous Cities, the Country hath the greateft Share 
in an uncorrupted Heart. When we paint, de- 
{cribe, or any way indulge our Fancy, the Country 
is the Scene which fupplies us with the moft lovely 
Images. This State was that wherein God placed 


Adam when ip.Paradife ; nor could all the fanci- [ 


fal Wits of Antiquity — any thing that could 
adminifter more exquifite Delight in their Ely/inm. 


This Paper is to be bad of Mr. Yemes under the 
Thatch’d-houfe Tavern in St. James’s-ftreet; Mrs.. 


Bond az Charing-crofs; Afrs. Bolter zear the Tem- . 


ple-gate ; aed Mr. Round i» Exchange-Ally. 
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